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Abstract: Over 100 studies of the SRSD instructional approach for teaching writing have been conducted 
from grades 2 to 12, across over 12 countries, and by multiple research teams. SRSD has been deemed 
an evidence-based practice for typically achieving writers, and writers significantly below grade level, 
by four independent groups. SRSD is not a complete writing program, but achieves significantly higher 
effect sizes, or impact on learning to write, than any other researched instructional approaches in 
writing. Educators and policymakers face significant challenges and barriers in getting evidence-based 
practices into schools, as seen in SRSD research and practice. For evidence-based practices to be 
transformative in education, as they have been in medicine, effective partnerships between 
policymakers and those invested in education, our students, and our schools are clearly critical. 
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