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Abstract: Reading and writing are foundational, necessary skills for academic achievement and work 
places. Despite their importance, too many children in the US do not develop adequate literacy skills.  
This is partly due to the fact that reading comprehension is a highly complex skill, drawing on 
numerous language, cognition (higher order cognitive skills and executive function), and print-related 
skills. Research in the last four decades has been highly informative, delving deeply into each of these 
skills and providing a wealth of information. However, the majority of previous work has been 
conducted in disparate lines resulting in a disjointed picture.  In this talk, I will present recent efforts 
in integrating theoretical models within reading and a series of empirical studies validating the 
integrative models. The central idea of these models is that language and cognitive component skills 
are inter-related, developing together, and have a hierarchical structure with direct and indirect 
relations. In addition, the nature of relations is dynamic in that relations change as a function of 
development, learner characteristics, and measurement of discourse level skills. Theoretical and 
practical implications and related directions will be noted. 
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