UC IRVINE
April 4, 2019
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Program Overview
Hosted Reception, 6-7 pm
Program Begins, 7 pm
Entertainment provided by:
Ballet Folklórico de UCI 2018-2019
Introductory Remarks:
Chancellor Howard Gillman
Keynote Speaker:
Hon. Sal Sarmiento
Emcee:
Andrea Gutierrez

Outstanding Faculty Mentorship Awards
Anita Casavantes Bradford
Anita Casavantes Bradford is an Associate Professor in the Departments of
Chicano/Latino Studies and History. LEAD recognizes Professor Casavantes
Bradford with a 2019 Outstanding Faculty Mentorship Award for translating
her extensive individual mentorship of students into institutional praxis as
the architect of the First Quarter, First Generation Initiative. What
Casavantes Bradford had initially envisioned as a School of Social Sciences
initiative where first generation college professors would serve as resources
and mentors to first generation undergraduates has blossomed to include a
series of campus-wide workshops and student/faculty activities that now,
four years later, have taken root across the UC system.
Laura E. Enriquez
Laura Enriquez is an Assistant Professor of Chicano/Latino Studies and the
Director of the Chicano/Latino Studies Graduate Emphasis. LEAD
recognizes Professor Enriquez with the 2019 Outstanding Faculty
Mentorship Award for her commitment to teaching excellence and
mentorship at all levels. She has also committed her professional energies
to designing campus institutions that ensure the success of Latinx students,
including the establishment of an innovative and highly successful Scholarsin-Residence program at the UCI DREAM Center that trains undocumented
graduate students to mentor undocumented undergraduates and to prepare
undocumented undergraduates for graduate education.

Invited Speaker:
Veronica Ahumada Newhart
Awards:
Graduate Division, Arts, Biological Sciences,
Business, Education, Engineering,
Humanities, Information & Computer Sciences,
Law, Medicine, Physical Sciences,
Social Ecology, Social Sciences
Distinguished Staff Leadership
Distinguished Alumna
Outstanding Community Builder
Outstanding Faculty Mentorship
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UCI Campus-wide Awardees
Outstanding Community Builder Award
Jose Rea
LEAD recognizes Jose Rea with the 2019 Outstanding Community Builder
Award. During his UCI Career, first in the Minority Science Research
Programs for underrepresented students at UCI School of Biological
Sciences and subsequently in the School of Medicine’s Program in
Medical Education for the Latino Community (PRIME-LC), Mr. Rea built
partnerships and programs between UCI and the community to improve the
lives of the Hispanic community. He continues this work after his UCI
retirement; Rea serves as the Executive Director of the Aspire, Learn,
Mentor and Achieve (ALMA) science academy and mentorship pipeline
that promotes STEM careers among disadvantaged youth.
Distinguished Staff Leadership Award
Jessica Ortega
Dr. Jessica Ortega currently serves as the Associate Director and Interim
Training Director at the UCI Counseling Center. Dr. Ortega is being
recognized for consistently advocating, supporting, and championing the
success and research excellence of graduate and undergraduate students in
the Latinx community at UCI and in Orange County. Her particular role as
advisor for Hermanas Unidas (Latina support group) and her active
presence with on campus organizations such as New Admitted Latin@/x
Student Orientation, Raza Graduation, Latin@ Business Student
Association, Pan-American Latin@s, and Latin@ Student Psychological
Association make her an outstanding and deserving recipient of this award.
Distinguished Alumna
Magdalena Villaba
Magdalena is an invaluable member of the UCI Alumni Association’s
Scholarship Committee. She is influential in enhancing the awards
program and is pivotal in selecting outstanding student scholars who
cumulatively receive more than $100,000 a year in scholarships. When
LEAD was first created, her willingness to give back was apparent in her
immediate response of “yes” when asked to help contribute to this gala.
It is fitting that she is receiving the Distinguished Alumna award.
We express our appreciation to Vice Provost for
Graduate Education & Dean of the Graduate Division,

Frances Leslie
for her years of service in improving equity and inclusion
in graduate education at UCI.
Thank you Dean Leslie!
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Special Recognition and
Acknowledgement
The UC Irvine Latino Excellence & Achievement
Planning Committee would like to give special
recognition and acknowledgement to the
following supporters:

&
Chancellor Howard Gillman
Hon. Sal Sarmiento
Center for Educational Partnerships

**********

To everyone, thank you for joining us to:
Celebrate research excellence and achievements,
Recognize faculty, staff, & alumni who facilitate success in our
community, and
Build institutional memory of academic and professional
achievements.

2019 LEAD
Introductory Remarks
Chancellor Howard Gillman
Chancellor, University of California Irvine
Chancellor Howard Gillman was appointed by the University of
California Board of Regents as the
sixth chancellor of the University
of California, Irvine in September,
2014. He is an award-winning
scholar and teacher with expertise
in the American Constitution and
the Supreme Court. He holds
faculty appointments in the School
of Law, the Department of Political
Science, the Department of History, and the Department
of Criminology, Law and Society. He also provides administrative
oversight to, and serves as co-chair of the advisory board of,
the University of California’s National Center for Free Speech and Civic
Engagement. Under his leadership, UCI has been ranked in the top 10
of all public universities in the nation by U.S. News & World Report;
doubled its annual philanthropic fundraising to an all-time high,
including receiving the largest single gift in the campus’s history;
increased its annual research support by more than $100 million;
demonstrated its status as a “first choice” college for undergraduates
by receiving more than 117,000 freshman and transfer applications
for fall 2019; and expanded its capacity to improve lives in our region
and around the world.
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The School of Social Ecology
Esmeralda Garcia
Esmeralda is a recipient of the prestigious Ford Foundation Predoctoral
Fellowship and the UC Irvine Faculty Mentor Program Fellowship,
which together provide her with full funding for her entire career as a
graduate student. In addition, she received grant funding from the UC Irvine
Initiative to End Family Violence and the UC Global Health Institute’s
Center of Expertise in Women’s Health and Empowerment. She has
published one first-authored peer-reviewed paper, and has two
additional empirical manuscripts under review.
Advisors: Ilona Yim & Belinda Campos
The School of Social Sciences
Francisco Jasso
Francisco’s research focuses on the question of the relationship between
linked fate – shared politicized ethnic (or racial) identity – and Latino
political behavior. In his dissertation, Francisco rigorously analyzes the
implications of shared identities on different forms of Latino political
engagement using two carefully selected time periods of high and
moderate Latino political mobilization. Francisco's contributions have also
appeared in mentorship as a Diverse Educational Community and
Doctoral Experience (DECADE) PLUS Leadership Coach.
Advisor: Louis DeSipio

2019 LEAD
Keynote Speaker
Hon. Salvador Sarmiento
Nonpartisan Judge, Superior Court of Orange County
GUARDIAN DE JUSTICIA. Hon. Salvador Sarmiento received his
Bachelor of Arts degree from UC Irvine and
his Juris Doctorate from UCLA. He is a past
President of the Hispanic Bar Association of
Orange County and has also worked as a
State Public Defender. As an undergraduate
at UCI, he and other Chicano students
founded Escuelita--the first truly bilingual
bicultural school in Santa Ana. While at
UCLA, he assisted in the formation of the
Centro Legal in Santa Monica to assist low-income Latinos. After law
school, he continued to serve the community as a Board Member and
later Chairperson of Relampago del Cielo, and served as a board
member of the California Rural Legal Assistance and the Public Law
Center. Internationally, he was invited by Mexican President Zedillo to
participate on a seminar on immigration and was also invited by the
State of Puebla to speak on the Hague Agreement. Recently, he was
recognized by the Hispanic Bar Association and given the Guardian of
Justice Award. Presently, he is a Superior Court Judge in Orange
County and sits in the Lamoreaux Justice Center.
Salvador Sarmiento has dedicated his life to the service of others and
we are deeply honored to have him as our keynote speaker!
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School Awardees
Graduate Division
Alberto Soto
Alberto is an NSF GRFP recipient and scientist who is broadly interested in
building mathematical models to better understand complex biological
systems. In particular, his interdisciplinary research aims to understand
how predators chase their prey and inspires the design of movement
patterns for autonomous robots. His awards include: Best Student Talk at
the Southwest Organismal Biology Regional Conference, and the CCBS
Predoctoral Training Grant; National Institute of Biomedical Imaging
and Bioengineering. Advisor: Matt McHenry
Claire Trevor School of the Arts
Andrea Ordaz
Most recently Andrea Ordaz received the Chancellor’s Club Fellowship.
Earlier awards include the Beth Koehler Scholarship for Choreography
and The Samantha Scholarship for Outstanding Merit and Commitment
to the Building of Stronger Communities. Her contributions as a
contemporary Mexican-American female dance artist are seen in her most
recent choreography called Tierra Intocable, and, in a professional setting
in Los Angeles as part of the BlakTina Festival (black and Latinx
choreographers) in October 2018, she premiered her dance called Fotos
Antiguas. Her dances are often poetic meditations on the migrations and
memories of family. Advisor: Loretta Livingston

School of Law
Fernando Nuñez
Fernando ranks in the top quartile of his class and has dedicated over 200
hours to pro bono work, much of which went to serve the Latinx
community. Last year, he petitioned for a Legal Spanish course at the law
school and will soon be published on the UC Irvine Law Review for his
research on freedom of expression. Fernando is also a 3L representative
with the Student Bar Association and former Co-Chair of the Latinx Law
Student Association.
Advisor: Alejandro Camacho
School of Medicine
Maribel Cervantes-Ortega
Maribel exemplifies passion and persistence working with the Latino
community conducting community-engaged research. By understanding
how Latino cultural processes and experiences affect the social
determinants of health, her research aims to better examine preimmigration and post-immigration factors that may influence access to and
the receipt of health care among Hispanic Americans, taking into account
ethnic heterogeneity within the Hispanic populations. She is examining
the impact of a behavioral weight loss intervention among Latina mothers
with type 2 diabetes. Maribel is a recipient of the prestigious ICTS
Predoctoral TL1 Training Fellowship in Translational Biomedical
Research. Her doctoral training and passion for community-engaged
research will establish her as a future leader in Epidemiology and advocate
for improving population health.
Advisors: Dara Sorkin & Karen Edwards
School of Physical Sciences
Vanessa Arredondo
Vanessa started at UCI in 2013 and is nearing completion of her PhD in
Chemistry in the area of synthetic organic chemistry working in the lab of
Professor David Van Vranken. She has already authored four publications
with another on the way, including one work in Spanish "¿Es posible una
vida basada en el silicio?". Ms. Arredondo is a great example of the new
generation of powerful Latinas in science. Advisor: David Van Vranken
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School of Humanities
Leopoldo Peña
From his advisor: “Leopoldo is one of the brightest graduate students I have
taught since I arrived at UCI in 2011. I have high confidence that Leopoldo’s
project has the makings of a landmark book on post-revolutionary Mexican
visual thought and practices, as well as the international intellectual
networks that sustained them.” While pursuing his PhD as a productive
scholar with three peer-reviewed publications, “he is an outstanding
photographer who remains very much involved with the Latino and
Chicano artistic community in Southern California, having exhibited his
own work in very high-profile galleries.” Advisor: Viviane Mahieux

School of Biological Sciences
Michelle Herrera
Michelle is a PhD student in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology and the
recipient of the UCI Microbiome Initiative Pilot Project Award and the
Sigma Xi Grant-in-Aid of Research. Her research interests include how
how environmental changes impact diet specializations and their
relationships to the physiology, ecology, and behavior of marine organisms.
She is also passionate about increasing opportunities for underrepresented
groups in science and is co-founder and secretary of SACNAS, UCI chapter.
Her goals as President of AGS have focused on broadening diversity and
inclusiveness on campus. Advisor: Donovan German

Donald Bren School of Information & Computer Sciences Michelle Nuño

The Paul Merage School of Business
Ricardo Vanegas
Ricardo is a global business executive with more than 20 years of
experience in business development, marketing, sales operations and
management. He helps small and mid-size companies grow and expand in
new markets, domestically and internationally and has worked with
organizations in Latin America, Europe and South East Asia. He is an
Investor’s Presentation Award Winner featured in Los Angeles Daily
News for his entrepreneurial work and was a Collaboration Award
nominee at Heidrick Consulting. He is very active in the OC community
with several organizations such as the OC Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, American Marketing Association and the Beall Center for
Entrepreneurship and Innovation.

Michelle is an amazing PhD student in the Department of Statistics. She
came to UCI after earning a BS in Applied Math (4.0 GPA). She is an NSF
GRFP recipient, Eugene-Cota Robles Fellow, an ARCS Fellow and a
Robert Newcombe Statistics Awardee (for top scores on Statistics
qualifying exams). She has published three first author papers and two
additional co-author papers. Finally, she has mentored undergraduate,
under-represented students in STEM. Michelle is a super-star among her
fellow students, an amazing role model, and is fully deserving of this great
honor. Advisor: Daniel Gillen
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School of Education
Wendy Ochoa
Wendy is a Eugene Cota-Robles Fellow and a Society for Research in
Child Development Millennial Scholar. She has consistently
demonstrated academic excellence throughout her time at UCI and is also
the recipient of the Keith Curry and ADSE Service awards. Not only has she
conducted high quality research focused on supporting low-income and
diverse families, she has dedicated tremendous amounts of time to service
for DECADE, UROP, SURP, and the Competitive Edge program – serving as
a mentor, offering outreach activities, and supporting SoE events and
processes. Advisor: Stephanie Reich
Samueli School of Engineering
Daniel Jaimes
Daniel Jaimes is a 5th year Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering PhD
Candidate. During his 3rd year as a PhD student Daniel was awarded the
prestigious UCI Faculty Mentor Program Fellowship. He is dedicated to
diversity through his work as Recruitment Co-Chair on the Campus-Wide
DECADE Student Council and participation on the Engineering DECADE
Student Council. His doctoral research is related to advanced combustion
technologies, alternative/renewable fuels, and sustainable power and
energy. Advisors: Vince McDonell & Scott Samuelsen
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To the people who
pulled together to
make this event
happen, many
thanks to the 2019
Planning Committee!

Burt Alvaro Slusher
Samantha Anderson
Elsa Bugarini Yocca
Alejandro Camacho
Claudia Campos
Louis DeSipio
Adeli Duron
Doug Everhart
Daniel Fabrega
Valerie Gomez
Xavier Hernandez
Pat Harriman
Nadia Ortiz Kast
Joseph Morales
Veronica Ahumada Newhart
Stephanie A. Pullés
Raslyn Rendon
Stephanie Reyes-Tuccio
Mariela Rivas
Santana Ruiz
Alyssa Sanchez
Jose Sanchez
Amanda Sivgals

The Paul Merage School of Business
Office of Inclusive Excellence
Alumni Association
School of Law
Graduate Division
School of Social Sciences
Veteran Services
Student Wellness & Health Promotion
Graduate Division
Division of Undergraduate Education
College of Health Sciences
Strategic Communications
School of Engineering
Office of Inclusive Excellence
Institute for Clinical & Translational Science
School of Social Sciences
Graduate Division
Center for Educational Partnerships
School of Education
Center for Educational Partnerships
Special Events
Student Housing
Special Events
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