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Abstract: Language acquisition is an amazing feat. Within the span of the first three years of life,
children are telling stories, talking on the phone, and conversing with strangers. Language scientists are
no longer bogged down in an outmoded nature versus nurture debate. They now recognize that
language is a complex problem explained only by complex theories that emphasize social, perceptual,
and cognitive factors. Language is foundational to children’s school achievement, self-regulation, and
personal success. This talk reviews a set of principles for fostering high quality language environments.
It also discusses some of the potential perils to language from the increasing use of technology. Finally,
it introduces new language screeners that can help identify children with potential language problems.
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