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Abstract: Due to the political gridlock in the U.S. Congress, the fate of more than two million young immigrants remains
uncertain. With legalization efforts stalled, On June 15, 2012, President Obama introduced the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, a change in his administration’s enforcement policy that would temporarily defer
deportations from the United States for undocumented youth and young adults, in addition to providing temporary Social
Security numbers and two-year work permits. At the six year mark, more than 814,000 young people have benefited from
the program and, as a result, had taken giant steps towards the American mainstream. Thing changed under the Trump
administration, on September 5, 2017 when U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced an end to what had become a
very successful policy. What does this termination mean for these young people and their families? Based on a longitudinal
multi-sited research, Professor Gonzales provides data driven insights to questions of policy and practice.
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