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Abstract: Prison abolitionist scholars Angela Davis, Ruth Gillmore, Dylan Rodriguez and Erica Meiners
challenge us to rethink the utility of carceral state-sanctioned violence in the form of
incarceration. Because the United States over-incarcerates its populace, the purpose of the prison is
centered in the continued subjugation of historically marginalized and dispossessed populations. As the
country with the highest proportional and actual numbers of incarcerated persons, Stovall is asking a
similar question of the difference between "school" and education. If "school" in urban centers for many
poor Black and Brown populations is mired in draconian order, compliance, and standardized tests (none
of which constitute learning), then what can be learned from prison abolitionists in terms of the abolition
of the conditions that dehumanize these populations? If education allows us to ask questions of the
purpose and function of the "school", then there is something to be learned from those working to end
the Prison Nation.
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