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Abstract: Cultural scholars have long noted the need for greater attention to understanding
strengths and positive youth outcomes in ethnic/racial minority populations. One potential avenue
to address this gap is the study of prosocial and moral development in ethnic/racial minority youth.
Based on culturally-integrated frameworks, Carlo’s research focuses on understanding the
development, and correlates of prosocial development in U.S. Latinx populations. His approach is
founded on the notion that culture-related mechanisms (cultural values, ethnic
identity, enculturative practices, discrimination) help to account for individual and group variations
in U.S. Latinx youth prosocial development. Findings from studies on U.S. Latinx populations are
presented to demonstrate how cultural values are transmitted from caregivers (parents) to
offspring, how culture-specific mechanisms are linked to prosocial and moral behaviors, and
how culture-specific and prosocial mechanisms can protect/enhance positive adjustment.
Implications for culturally-nuanced models of U.S. Latinx youth prosocial development, strengthand asset-based notions of culture and prosociality, and for effective intervention efforts are briefly
discussed.
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